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“Have you ever 
had one of those 

students pop into 
your head that 

makes you 
wonder what’s 
happening with 

him or her?” 
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Calendar of Events:
Thursday, March 6th – 
The first annual “Bowling for 
Our Students” event. Come 
have fun bowling and 
socializing with your 
colleagues while helping to 

raise money for Science 
Camps and D.C. trips. 
Cost is $20 (includes two 
games AND bowling shoes.               

Contact Kim Cosmas: 
kcosmas@mpesd.org for 
more information

Wednesday, March 12th 
District Board Meeting 

Wednesday, March 26th 
District Board meeting

Monday, March 31st 
Cesar Chavez Day-No School

Q: What sparked your interest 
to become an educator?

A: My 4th grade teacher, Mr. 
Roberts.  When I was 16 years 
old, he died of a heart attack in 
a wine cellar.  He was a very 
influential person in my life.  He 
was the person I could talk to.  I 
believed education was a 
woman’s profession until him 
and he inspired me to become 
a teacher.

Q: What keeps your fire 
burning?

A: I had this little guy who was 
raised by grandma because 

both his parents were in prison.  
He turned in his first 
assignment ever to me… on a 
napkin.  Have you ever had one 
of those students pop into your 
head that makes you wonder 
what’s happening with   him or 
her?

Q: What are your thoughts on 
being “Teacher of the Year” at 
MPESD?

A: It has personally raised my 
standard for teaching.  I feel I 
want to do more, and go out of 
my way to work with others so 
they have what they need to 
achieve their highest level.
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LCFF: Not Another Texting Acronym
 The Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) is a new education funding law that dramatically 
reforms the way California funds school districts by basing the funding on student-need. Its goal is to 
address education funding on the basis of  fairness and equity among all of  California’s students. 
Here’s how it works:
1. LCFF gives each school district a target base grant. 
2. Districts may then receive a supplemental grant if  their enrollment includes English 

Learners, students who receive free or reduced-price meals, or students who are 
foster youth. For each of  these students, the district receives an additional 20% of  
the base rate. 

3. For those districts whose enrollment exceeds 55 percent of  the above targeted 
disadvantaged students, an additional concentration grant is given. This grant is an 
additional 50% of  the base grant per student. 

	 The LCFF also dictates that school districts must have a class size reduction of  24 to 1 by the 
end of  the funding implementation phase in 2021.  A large part of  LCFF is the Local Control & 
Accountability Plan (LCAP) which outlines annual goals and specific actions based on state priority 
areas for the district and each school in the district. The LCAP must include a description of  the 
expenditures implementing specific actions a district plans to make. 
 For the first time, state law requires that school districts must obtain parent, teachers, bargaining 
members, and community input in developing, revising, and updating the LCAP plans to decide how 
the new education funds are to be spent.  MPEA has requested to bargain with the Mt. 
Pleasant Elementary School District to be a part of  the LCAP creation.

  See: http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/lc/lcffoverview.asp for more information.

 The end of  Trimester two is right around 
the corner- Letters of  Intent will be filled out and 
coming to your box soon.  Bargaining for the 
2014-2015 school has also begun.  MPEA’s and 
MPESD’s initial proposals were “sunshined” at 
the February 12, 2014 Board meeting; public 
comment on both proposals can be made at the 
March 12, 2014 Board meeting.  Both documents 
are available on our Facebook page and will be 
available on our website.  

 In other important news, the district is 
developing the new LCAP (Local Control 
Accountability Plan).  All stakeholders (bargaining 
units, teachers, parents, community members) 
have a voice in its development.  If  you’d like to 
help, or have questions, contact your Site Rep or a 
member of  the E-Board.- Lisa Kattenhorn

President’s Desk: Teachers Rights!
Vergara v. State of  California

 In the latest battle in a growing nationwide 
challenge to union-backed protections for teachers, a 
group of  billionaires and corporate special interests 
filed a lawsuit last year attacking educators’ 
professional rights. The lawsuit, Vergara v. State of  
California seeks to strike down state laws about 
public school educators’ due process rights for 
dismissals, and dismantle the state layoff  statutes that 
tie teacher evaluations to standardized student test 
scores.
	 The nonjury trial started on January 27th and 
is expected to wrap up in March. It is definitely 
something that we will all want to keep an eye on as it 
affects every teacher in California. 
	 You can read more about the Vergara v State 
of  California trial at: http://www.cta.org/Issues-
and-Action/Ongoing-Issues/Vergara-Trial1.aspx
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